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May Days 

May is definitely one of my favourite months. After a long winter and the 

windy and showery weather in March and April, the month of May 

promises more settled, warmer and sunnier  times. My garden also bursts 

into life with flowers on my alpines and shrubs. It is a time for optimism 

and to celebrate the proper arrival of Spring. 

During May, the Church also celebrates with three linked festivals.   

On Thursday 5
th

 May we celebrate Ascension Day which is when Jesus 

took his disciples to the Mount of Olives where they watched as he 

ascended to Heaven. For the disciples it must have had an echo of the 

feelings they had after Jesus’ death on Good Friday in terms of sadness, 

fear and uncertainty for their future. But this time Jesus had demonstrated 

at Easter that He is the Risen Lord and His presence would always be with 

them. 

 The disciples’ mood was to change 10 days later at Pentecost when we 

celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit which inspired the disciples to start the 

early church and begin their mission for God. This year Pentecost, also 

known as Whitsun, takes place on Sunday 15
th
 May. On this day we give 

thanks for the gift of Holy Spirit which is still at work in our lives today. 

Then a week later (May 22
nd

) we celebrate Trinity Sunday, which uniquely 

for a Christian festival does not celebrate a person or an event but a 

concept. Trinity means a group of three and in our Christian belief the Holy 

Trinity represents the 3 elements of Father, Son and Holy Spirit that 

together make up our understanding of God. Trinity Sunday also has great 

significance for our Church as it is named after this concept.  

So as we progress through May and celebrate these 3 festivals we can have 

confidence that:-  

Our Father loves and cares for each one of us. Jesus (Son) is the risen Lord 

who has a constant place in our lives. The Holy Spirit is at work in us to 

help us carry out our mission for God.             
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SERVICES AND SEASONAL DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Date/Time & 

Service 

Season / Theme Readings to reflect 

on 
1

st
 May – 10am 

Holy Communion 

6
th
  Sunday 

After Easter Lent 

John 14:23-29 

Thursday 5
th
 May 

7.30pm 

Holy Communion at 
GALLEY COMMON 

Ascension Day 

(Joint Service) 

At ST PETER’S 

Ascension Day service 

at St Peter’s 

Galley Common 

8
th
 May - 9.00am 

Holy Communion 

7
th
  Sunday 

After Easter 

John 17:20-26 

15
th
 May – 10.00am 

Communion and 

Baptism 

+++++++ 
4pm Pentecost 

Prayer and Praise 

 
 

Pentecost Sunday 

Romans 8:14-17 
& Acts 2:1-4 

+++++++ 

Informal prayer and 
praise service 

22
nd

 May - 10.00am 

All Age Worship 

Trinity Sunday 

(and Gift Day) 

Romans 5:1-5 

29
th
 May 

*10.30 am* 

GALLEY COMMON 

1
st
 After Trinity / Proper 4 

(Joint Service) 

At ST PETER’S 

No Service at 

Holy Trinity, Hartshill 

 
WHAT’S ON IN MAY 

 

Thursday 5th 7pm Singing Group in church 

Wednesday 18th 3.30pm Messy Church in the Community Centre 

7.30pm Mothers’ Union in the Library 

Saturday 21
st
  10.30am to 12.30pm Table Top Sale and Coffee Morning 

Monday 23
rd

  10am Mothers’ Union Deanery Prayers in the library 

Prayer group takes place in Church every Tuesday at 9.15am 

Children’ groups take place on 1st and 3rd Sundays during Holy Communion 

Trinity Tots in the Community Centre every Monday during term time at 1pm 

Over 50s group in the Community Centre every Wednesday at 1pm – 3pm 
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Easter was great to celebrate together and despite our different 

denominations and traditions it was certainly the case of what we have in 

common is far greater and important than any differences – so it was lovely 

to worship on the Hayes and then share breakfast together back in the 

warmth! 

Our next plannning meeting is on Wednesday 22
nd

 June – so if you have 

any questions or ideas do let us know – especially as Holy Trinity are in 

‘the chair’ this year. 

Our next event isn’t for a while yet – but you can put it in your diary. It 

will be a Songs of Praise combined with Messy Church first – so fun for 

everyone. So save the date and join us if you can…. 

* Dates for the diary *  

Sunday 17
th

 July – St Peter’s Galley Common 

Messy Church 2.30-3.30pm (in the Hall) 

& Songs of Praise 4pm (outside if dry in the church if wet!) 

for… “How good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together 

in unity…for there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.” 

(Psalm 133)                                                             
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Hartshill Community Library 
 

Tuesday 10am to 2pm  

Wednesday 2pm to 4pm  

Thursday 2pm to 4pm (new times) 

Friday 10am to Midday  

Saturday 10am to Midday  

The following sessions are also held in the library: 

Family History Group Mondays 1.30pm to 3.30pm 

Book Club first Tuesday of the month 10.30am 

IT Support Sessions Tuesdays 2pm to 4pm 

 

 

Hartshill Library Children’s Corner 
 

The good news is that the Children’s Corner of the Community Library has now 

been refurbished, thanks to funding from the Parish Council, and restocked with 

books for all ages by Warwickshire Library Services. 

Children, including older teenagers, will now be able to enjoy a range of fiction 

and non-fiction books in comfortable and attractive surroundings, as well as 

borrow them from the library. 

Parents and carers of younger children are also warmly invited to visit the corner 

with their children so that the youngsters can experience the wonderful world of 

books and the pleasures of reading. 

 

From the Registers in April 

Baptisms  

24
th
 April – Adam Gardner 

Funerals  

4
th
 April – Margaret Gertrude Annie Randall 
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Future dates for your diary 

Harvest Supper Saturday 24
th
 September 6pm 

 

Christmas Fayre  Saturday 3
rd
 December 2pm 

 
Please come and join us at any of these informal events, you will be very 

welcome.  

 

Further details will be in future magazines or please ask a member of the social 
committee for information. 

 

Our next meeting is to be held on Monday 12
th

 September. We always 

welcome ideas or new members and help at individual events. 

 

 

Church Flowers  

 

 

1
st
 For Mrs Kelly 

22nd For Bryan Jackson 

 

Thank you for your generous donations towards 

the flowers. 

 

If you would like sponsor the altar flowers, perhaps 

to celebrate an event or remember a loved one, 

please see Jan in church or telephone her on 02476 

395467.   
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Praying for our Parish in May 

1 A new month where God shows, with colour and growth, his 

beautiful creations.  Let us care for and give thanks for them. 

2 May day bank holiday with time to relax. Why not find more of 

God’s remarkable treasures? Give Thanks. 

3 Give thanks that the Community Cafe was serviced and supported 

during the cold and wet weather. 

4 Pray that the Community Centre will continue to be well used by a 

variety of groups. Pray also for the groups. 

5 Ascension Day when Jesus rises into heaven on the fortieth day after 

his resurrection, leaving his disciples his final message. 

6 The library opens 5 times each week for book changes.  Also there 

are three other activities.  Give thanks for such service. 

7 Pray for those who keep us safe; parents, family, police, fire service, 

the military, street pastors and each other. 

8 A hospital environment can bring sorrow and tears and joy and 

happiness.  Ask God to support staff, patients and ambulance crews. 

9 Coventry Pilgrimage.  Walk the section through our parish 

Mancetter to Hartshill, 9.30am.  Enjoy the experience with the Dean. 

10 Coventry Pilgrimage. A second section to be explored, Hartshill to 

Old Arley, 10am. Walk with Bishop Jonathan. 

11 The over 50s provide adults the opportunity to relax and enjoy being 

with friends.  Give thanks for the organisers. 

12 Give thanks for our food and all those who work hard to grow, 

produce and make it for us. 

13 Give thanks for those who drive all over the country to deliver to all 

the food shops. 
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14 We all need water to drink. Give thanks to those who see we get 

clean, safe water to our houses and taps. 

15 Pentecost – the beginnings of Church when God gave people the 

Holy Spirit.  Pentecost Sunday – Matilda’s Baptism AM. PM 

Baptisms of Emily and Alexandra and Frankie-Rose.  4pm Prayer 

and Praise. Please pray for and welcome these 4 children. 

16 Today the Hartshill PCC will meet.  Pray for them and give thanks 

for the work they do.  

17 A busy evening for the Archdeacon as he swears in all new wardens, 

including Sally and Nick. Pray for them and give thanks for the work 

they do. 

18 Pray for the young people at Messy Church and the Mothers’ Union. 

19 Today pray for your friends and neighbours.  If any of them need 

help, do your best for them. 

20 Pray for your family, whether they are near or far.  Be sure that they 

know you love them. 

21 It is not wrong to pray for yourself.  God will listen to your requests 

or worries. 

22 Trinity Sunday reminds us of the Holy Trinity of Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit in one God. 

23 Trinity Tots gives young Mums and children an environment in 

which they can relax, chat and play.  Give thanks. 

24 2
nd

 Hartshill is a mixed age group of Rainbows, Brownies and 

Guides, all of whom benefit in learning life skills. Pray for them. 

25 Pray for our schools, their staff and pupils.  Encourage and support 

all who are sitting exams. 

26 Corpus Christi celebrates the importance of Holy Communion to our 

Churches.  Pray today. 
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27 Support Heather and our Church and those who make it a pleasant 

place to be for all who use it. Give thanks. 

28 Our Sunday School is run in 3 groups, each with its own teacher.  

Our working teams are volunteers. Pray for both groups. 

29 Our joint morning service at Galley Common precedes the PM 

Hartshill wedding of Laura and Corey. Pray for this couple. 

30 Spring Bank Holiday. Utilize this time to suit you.  Enjoy what you 

experience and thank God. 

31 Take a look back over the month of May, then take your life forward 

into June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date for your Diary. 

 
This year’s Sausage Sizzle will be held on 

Saturday 2nd July. Games, refreshments and of 

course Sausages will be available. Please put the 

date in your diary and if you would like to help 

with the organisation contact Nick or Carol Miles. 

More details will be in next month’s magazine, so 

keep a look out for an exciting new attraction this 

year! 
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Walk from Ascension to 

Pentecost: 5th - 15th May 2016 
 

As a Diocese we are taking part in a pilgrimage walk all around the 

Diocese. The exciting thing is that part of the walk is coming through our 

Deanery and parish…and so anyone is invited to join in and the details of 

the local parts of the pilgrimage are below. 

Bishop Jonathan (Honorary Assistant Bishop and Bishop of Ebbsfleet) will 

be walking along the Centenary Way in the NORTH of the diocese. 

Churches and times  

 Monday May 9th 9.30am - Mancetter to Hartshill – The Dean 

 Tuesday May 10th 10am - Hartshill to Old Arley - Bishop Jonathan 

 Wednesday May 11th 10am - Old Arley to Stockingford 

 Thursday May 12th 10am - Stockingford to Chilvers Coton – 

Archdeacon John 

 Friday May 13th 10am - Chilvers Coton to Bedworth – Bishop 

Jonathan 

You are encouraged to complete the entire route. However, if that's not 

possible, you are very welcome to join in for just one or two sections of a 

route    ** especially the sections starting / ending at Hartshill** 

The Walk is also happening each evening towards the centre of the Diocese 

and there are other walks with other Bishops elsewhere in the Diocese. 

More information will be displayed nearer the time. Alternatively keep up 

to date with the information from the website: 

http://www.dioceseofcoventry.org and click on the pilgrimage link.

 

http://www.dioceseofcoventry.org/
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Christian Charity News 

Christian Aid 

 

From one of the smallest charities last month, to one of the largest this 

month, Christian Aid was founded in 1941 to help the world's poorest 

people. This month sees Christian Aid week from 15th - 21st May and you 

may be very familiar with the red and white envelopes which used to come 

through our letterboxes each year (maybe your street still have the door to 

door collection), or you may have seen the advertisements on your 

television screens.  

Christian Aid's slogan is "We believe in life before death" and their mission 

is:- "Christian Aid insists the world can and must be swiftly changed to one 

where everyone can live a full life free from poverty. They work globally 

for profound change that eradicates the causes of poverty, striving to 

achieve equality, dignity and freedom for all regardless of faith or 

nationality." 

When natural disasters strike, Christian Aid is one of the first charities to 

arrive, bringing emergency shelter, food and water, blankets and hygiene 

kits to those who have lost everything in earthquakes and floods. 

They work in around 50 countries, alongside partner charities, in vastly 

differing situations. Unfortunately, there is always a need somewhere in the 

world, some natural, others man made (as in war zones). We have recently 

heard on the TV about a drought occurring in Ethiopia and where one 

country has no rain to water the crops, another such as Malawi and India 

have too much rain, destroying their crops with flooding. When one health 

epidemic such as Ebola in other parts of Africa seems to be under control, 

another "new" epidemic of the Zika virus is taking place in The Americas. 

The work (and needs) of the world go on and Christian Aid responds to 

each situation.  



17 

 

Christian Aid are also involved in campaigning world leaders regarding 

third world debt, climate change, tax evasion, oppression of the poor, 

speaking up for the many millions of poverty stricken people who 

otherwise would have no voice.  

To find out more about this large charity or to make a donation, you can 

contact them at Christian Aid UK, 35 Lower Marsh, Waterloo, London 

SE1 7RL, telephone 0207 620 4444 or online at christianaid.org.uk  

THE LEPROSY MISSION 
 

If anyone would like their box emptying please hand it in to Lynda Kelly 

during May. Thank you. 

 

The capital of england 

What is the capital of england? 

As someone e-mailed me 

I said, “The capital of our land, 

“Is a lovely, great big ‘E’” 

 

Now you may call it pedantry 

Sometimes, you see, I sigh, 

To see a town spelled ‘coventry’ 

Or ‘i’ instead of ‘I’ 

 

A word on screen, not written down 

A moment, not a gift 

Today, no name or proper noun 

Is even worth the ‘shift’. 

 

By Nigel Beeton 
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Stilton Statistics 
 

 

 

Stilton Cheese, the King of English Cheeses takes its name from the 

Cambridgeshire village of the same name. 

Apart from tasting delicious, here are some interesting facts about this 

cheese. 

Colston Bassett Dairy, Cropwell Bishop, Long Clawson Dairy, Quenby 

Hall, Tuxford & Tebbutt Creamery and Websters are the only six dairies in 

the world licensed to make Blue and White Stilton cheese.  So next time 

you buy some Stilton, check that they’re from one of these six dairies.  

Stilton is a trademark protected name cheese and both the Blue Stilton and 

White Stilton are covered under the EU Protected Destination of Origin 

(PDO) certification. 

By law, Stilton can only be made in the three counties of Derbyshire, 

Leicestershire, and Nottinghamshire. 

No one person invented Stilton – it evolved over time from its original 

pressed cream cheese to today’s unpressed semi-hard blue veined cheese. 

It takes 78 litres of milk to make one 8 kg round of Stilton cheese to the 

legally binding recipe. 

Each cheese matures for 3 months after which the blue veins appear 

naturally as oxygen is allowed to enter through holes pierced by stainless 

steel needles. 

Over 1 million rounds of Stilton cheeses are made each year. 

More than 10% of Stilton output is exported to some 40 countries world-

wide, which means that nearly 900,000 are consumed in the U.K. — that’s 

a lot of blue cheese! 
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Every cheese is graded before leaving the dairy to ensure only Stilton 

cheese of the highest quality is marketed under the Stilton name. 

White Stilton is made in a similar way to its blue cousin – except that no 

mould spores are added to the cheese. 

White Stilton is sold at about 4 weeks of age. It is a crumbly, creamy, open 

textured cheese which is now extensively used as a base for blending with 

apricot, ginger and citrus or vine fruits to create unique dessert cheeses. 

And finally ..........you probably don't want to know that there are 410 

calories per 100 gm of Stilton! 

Sharon’s Recipe - Vegetable Rice Salad with Tuna (Serves 4) 

 

Ingredients 

1 red pepper deseeded and 

chopped 

1 yellow pepper deseeded 

and chopped 

1 green pepper deseeded and 

chopped 

1 medium red onion, peeled 

and chopped 

1 small aubergine, chopped 

1 tsp dried basil 

2 tbsp balsamic vinegar 

Salt and freshly ground black 

pepper 

198g / 7 oz dried easy cook 

long grain and wild rice 

200g / 4 oz cherry tomatoes, 

halved 

185g can tuna in spring 

water, drained 
 

Method 

1. Preheat the oven to 220°C / Gas 7 

2. On a large non-stick baking tray mix 

the peppers, red onion and 

aubergine.  Add the basil and 

balsamic vinegar and season to 

taste.  Cook on the top shelf of the 

oven for 10 minutes. 

3. Remove from the oven and stir.  

Add the cherry tomatoes and 

continue to cook for another 10 

minutes. 

4. Meanwhile, cook the rice for 18 

minutes in lightly salted boiling 

water and then drain. 

5. Transfer the drained rice to a large 

bowl and mix in the cooked 

vegetables.  Add the tuna. 

6. Either serve straightaway or store in 

an air tight container until required.  

Keeps up to 48 hours in a fridge and 

makes a lovely lunchtime snack. 
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Wordsearch - Rogation Sunday 

 

The first Sunday in May is Rogation Sunday.  This is when many parishes 

still ‘beat the bounds’.  Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing on 

the seed and land. The practice began with the Romans, who processed 

around the cornfields each Spring, singing and dancing, sacrificing 

animals, in order to get rid of evil.  About 465 AD the Western world was 

suffering from earthquake and storm.  Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware 

of the pagan custom, ordered that prayers should be said in the ruined or 

neglected fields. Thus ‘beating the bounds’ became a Christian ceremonial.   

It arrived in England early in the eighth century. Each Spring, led by the 

priest, a little party from the parish would set out with a Cross to trace the 

boundaries of the parish. They’d implore God to keep their corn and roots 

and boughs in good health, and bring them to harvest.   In the days when 

maps were scarce, ‘beating the bounds’ helped remind everyone just where 

the boundaries were.  Do you know where yours are today? 

Sunday 
May 

Rogation 

Beat 
Bounds 

Asking 

Blessing 

Seed 
Land 

Romans 

Processed 
Cornfields 

Spring 

Earthquake 

Storm 
Prayer 

 

Cross 
Boundaries 

Crops 

Harvest 
maps 
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Our Mission  

 

Answers to wordsearch on page 20 

 

From the Editor 
 

Thank you to all contributors to the magazine. 
 

If anybody has anything they would like to share with readers of the magazine, 

please either write it down and give it to me or email it to me at 

susan.foster@bcs.org.  
 

The deadline for articles for the June edition is 23
rd

 May 

 

mailto:susan.foster@bcs.org
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 Who’s Who? 
 

 

Vicar Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Curate Revd. Michael Brandsma 01827 437292 

Church Wardens Mrs Carol Miles 

 

02476  394339 

 Mrs Sally Young 
 

02476 397276 

PCC Secretary Mrs Sheila Hinds 02476 394683 

Treasurer Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Planned Giving Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Mothers’ Union Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 

Verger Mr David Hodson 07773 992270 

Weddings Mr Nick Blamire-Brown 02476 395467 

Flowers Mrs Jan Blamire-Brown 02476 395467 

Baptism Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Community Centre 
Bookings 

Mr John Randle 02476 392856 

Sunday School Mrs Ruth Kinderman 02476 395326 

Magazine editor Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 
 

 

Church website: http://holytrinity.avexi.co.uk/ 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/  

http://holytrinity.avexi.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/
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